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Best practice floors  
and walls installation: 
the do’s and don’ts
We know that inspecting projects and addressing snags post installation can be 
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Altro floors

™

Cantata™ ™

Pisces™ ™
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This shows the ideal layout of joints  

(seen from above).

Reason why this is good

This shows the joint in the middle of the doorway 

(seen from above).

Reason why this is bad

This shows the joint placed well away from the drain.

Reason why this is good

This shows the joint running across the drain. 

Reason why this is bad

1a 1a

1b 1b

1. Planning the area / placements of joints

recommend AltroFix™19 Plus for wet environments and commercial kitchens, where there will be water and 

spillages.  If there are signs that any other adhesive has been used eg. discarded tubs on site, check suitability.
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2. Capping – visual appearance

2a 2a

3a 3a

This shows a straight, level cap.

Reason why this is good

This shows an uneven cap.

Reason why this is bad

3. Capping – internal and external corners

internal and external corners. 

Reason why this is good
Internal corner: 

External corner: 

mitred on the internal and external corners. 

Reason why this is bad
Internal corner: 

External corner:



7

4a 4a

4b 4b

4. Cove former

Tip – look for surface irregularities, which could indicate the cove former has not been joined properly.

This show a best practice internal corner.

Reason why this is good Reason why this is bad

This shows a neat mitre with the cove former 

Reason why this is good

Reason why this is bad
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4c

4c4c

This shows a reduced cove former that will sit 

This shows the cove former leading up to the door 

frame, with no reduction. It sits proud of the frame.

Reason why this is bad

cove former, next to the door frame.

Reason why this is good

4. Cove former (continued)



9

5a 5a

6a 6a

Reason why this is good

drain, leaving gaps.

Reason why this is bad

 

Reason why this is good
and the toilet base.

Reason why this is bad
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7a internal 7a internal

7a external 7a external

7. Welding

This shows a best practice hot welded  

internal corner, with no gaps.

Reason why this is good

This shows an incomplete, poorly hot welded 

internal corner, with gaps.

Reason why this is bad

This shows a best practice hot welded external corner, 

with no gaps.

Reason why this is good

This shows an incomplete, poorly hot welded 

external corner, with gaps.

Reason why this is bad



11

7b 7b

and trimmed correctly.

Reason why this is good

Reason why this is bad
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Altro walls

™  

 

™

™



Options for trims and welds

Note: discuss the type of jointing methods that is most appropriate for your project with your installer at the 

planning stage.
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1a 1a

This shows the different joining methods (from left 

to right): Altro Flexijoint, joint trim and welded trim.

Reason why this is good

1. Planning the area and placement of joints

This shows well-aligned wall sheets, with the joints 

at a good distance from the corner and in line with 

the door corners.

Reason why this is good

This shows the wall sheets with a joint too close to 

the corner and a join in the middle of the doorway.

Reason why this is bad
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2. Placement of joints – windows

2a 2a

This shows the joint strips in line with the 

window reveals.

Reason why this is good

too many joints. 

Reason why this is bad

Note: if thermoforming the window sill, look for joints in line with the window frame edge and into the window 



3a

 

wall sheet, and between the wall sheet and the 

Reason why this is bad
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3a

3a 3a

3. Joints and cuts around doorways

gap, ready for sealing. sheet, and between the wall sheet and the door 

frame, allowing water, dirt and bugs to get behind.

This shows a 3mm gap, neatly sealed with mastic.

Reason why this is good
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4a 4a

with a 3mm gap.

This shows a deep gap between the ceiling and 

wall sheet. 

4a 4a

This shows a 3mm gap, neatly sealed with mastic.

Reason why this is good Reason why this is bad



Reason why this is good
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5a

5a 5a

Note: in a hygienic environment, we would advise to mastic seal the edge – see diagram 5b.

This shows a ‘make-do and mend’ approach.  The 

sheet has been cut too short for the plug socket, so 

overlap the gap.

Reason why this is bad

5a

wall sheet.
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5b 5b

with a thin 3mm bead of mastic.

Reason why this is good

The sheet has been cut too short for the plug socket 

Reason why this is bad
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6a 6a

6a 6a

Tip: we recommend a 3mm approximate gap as this allows for any expansion around pipework and protrusions. 

For an extremely hot, or steam, pipe, leave a 3.5mm gap to allow for expansion.

Note: ideally, any protrusions would be away from joints to make the wall more aesthetically pleasing.  

This shows a neatly cut, even sheet, with the 

recommended 3mm gap.

This shows the sheet, with a bad uneven cut. In 

parts it is wider than the recommended 3mm gap.

This shows pipework coming out of the wall sheet, 

sealed with neat mastic all the way round.

Reason why this is good

This shows an uneven, thick mastic seal with a gap 

on one side.

Reason why this is bad
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7. Wall corners

7a 7a

thermoformed corner.

Reason why this is good

This shows someone testing the wall to check that 

it’s fully bonded.

Reason why this is bad

Tip: to ensure there are no voids in the corners of what should be a fully bonded hygienic system, knock or tap on 

potential bacteria to grow. 

8a 8a

This shows an installed single-part trim.

Reason why this is good

This shows a two-part trim being lifted at the base.

Reason why this is bad

 



This shows a poor weld, with gaps and scratches 

on the wall sheet caused by tools.

Reason why this is bad

This shows a clean joint; it has a good weld 

with no scratches.

Reason why this is good
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9a 9a

9. Welding

Jointing recommendations
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of using a concealed transition strip 

10a 10a

This shows an installation completed using a 

concealed transition strip. The wall overhangs the 

Reason why this is good

sheet. A concealed transition strip has not been used.

Reason why this is bad

future without disturbing the Altro wall sheet.
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11a 11a

11a 11a

This shows neatly mitred internal and external  

captile corners. 

This shows poorly jointed internal and external 

captile corners, with visible gaps.

This shows both the internal and the external captile 

with a small amount of mastic.

Reason why this is good

This shows poorly jointed internal and external 

Reason why this is bad
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12. Altro Walls ShowerKit™

12

Left-hand side: this shows that the bath/shower trim 

Reason why this is good

wall sheet, adhesive, silicone sealant and trims. 

domestic bathrooms.

Tip: look for sealed joints, neat cut trims and tidy mastic.

with tidy mastic to prevent water ingress. 



installed with a poorly aligned matching trim (take a 

close look at the bridge!).

Reason why this is bad

correctly lined-up, with a matching trim in 

place.

Reason why this is good
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13a 13b

™ (Custom)

area is for mental health, use a single-part joint and not a two-part joint (generally, the single-part trim 

cannot be removed by hand and fashioned into a weapon or instrument of self-harm).
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Samples 
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